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AGENDA 
Energy Sub-Committee  
Wednesday 16 February 2022:  

Chair: Dale Holliss    
Click here to join the meeting 

  
Item 1 Present and Apologies 
Item 2 Minutes of meeting held 19 May 2021 (5 min) 

a) Business arising; there were no Actions recorded. 
Item 3 General business: recap on key issues and reports (25 min) 

a) Update on emerging issues (Dale) 
b) Energy Security Board post 2025 Market Design: final advice to Energy Ministers 

(Joy)  
c) Better Practice Landholder and Community Guide:  

• The Energy Charter, NFF and NSW Farmers collaboration (Joy)  
d) Ag Energy Taskforce: next steps (Isaac)  
e) Perspectives on electricity prices and emerging issues and concerns;  

• State by state reports (C’tee members) 
 
At 3pm: Guest speaker: Lynne Gallagher, CEO, Energy Consumers Australia (ECA) (30 min) 

• Briefing on ECA refreshed Strategic Plan and opportunities for consumers  
Item 4  Other issues (5 min) 
Item 5 Meeting close  

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
Energy Sub-Committee  

Wednesday 20 October 2021: 2.30pm – 3.30pm 
Chair: Dale Holliss    

  
Item 1 Present and Apologies 

Present: Dale Holliss (Chair), Jeremy Morton, Steven Ford, Michael Murray, Simon Schutz, Jeff 
King (MPI), Greg McCarron, Tracey Valenzisi, Mike Neville, Michael Pisasale, James John, Matt 
Toscan, Iva Quarisa, Michael Drum, Isaac Jeffrey (CEO), Joy Thomas (NIC) 

Item 2 Minutes of meeting held 19 May 2021  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjI4Y2QwNmUtZTg1Ny00YzZkLTg0MjYtYzg2ZTQ0NGI4NjZm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%226e64bdd2-d5a0-48fd-97c0-c9ca4039f687%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22e9c81a5e-b67f-49fb-b5e1-d0eefb85dc6f%22%7d
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b) Business arising; There were no Actions recorded. 
RESO 1 Mike Neville moved:  

 
That the Minutes of the Energy sub-committee held on 19 May 2021 be accepted as a true and 
accurate record.  
 
Seconded by Iva Quarisa                                                                                               CARRIED  

Item 3 General business: recap on key issues and reports 
f) Update on emerging issues  

The Chair noted the committee continues to focus on accountability factors and transition of the 
National Energy Market (NEM): Key issues for focus:  

• Continued focus on the sub-committee and the Ag Energy Taskforce target price ceiling of 
8 cents and 8 cents, which has been successful in many areas.  

• Need to continue advocacy for a national food and fibre tariff model; traction is building.  
• Seeking from Government, industry and bureaucrats a 2-3 page summary of likely 

impacts of reforms on agriculture industries. 
• Seeking to get the RAB (regulated asset base) down: a comprehensive assessment of the 

economy-wide costs and benefits of revising the electricity network and transmission 
businesses’ RABs to efficient levels.   

• Continued caution against exaggerated costs and any gold plating as the energy market 
transitions; noting the examples of issues experienced by South Australian businesses 
regarding FCAS (frequency control ancillary services) imposed by AEMO (Australian 
Energy Market Operator).  

• To ensure that the recommendations made by the 2018 ACCC (Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission) in the inquiry into retail electricity markets are delivered.  
 

Committee members would notice the significant focus on the development of the hydrogen sector 
in Australia and impacts of that; it will be sometime before a hydrogen market matures.  
 

g) Energy Security Board post 2025 Market Design: final advice to Energy Ministers.  
Joy provided an update on: 

• the Energy Security Board (ESB) post 2025 market design work which is the pathway to 
manage the orderly exit of old technologies and pave the way for new technologies, 
including pumped hydro, batteries, wind, gas or coal, with those most able to be fast and 
flexible most likely to be relied upon and most likely to receive revenue. 

• The draft 2022 Integrated System Plan (ISP) to be published by AEMO (Australian 
Energy Market Operator) provides for an integrated roadmap for the efficient 
development of the NEM over the next 20 years and beyond.  

o The ISP is designed to build the capacity of dispatchable storage, hydro and gas-
fired generation to firm renewables.  

o The ISP incorporates the development of interconnectors between states, 
Renewable Energy Zones, mainland and offshore wind farms, utility scale battery 
and pumped hydro storage, the proposed withdrawal of some coal capacity and a 
total of 9 GW of gas-fired generation for peak loads and firming.  

 
h) The Better Practice Landholder and Community Guide, a partnership between the 

Energy Charter, NFF and NSW Farmers, designed to improve consultation and 
engagement between transmission networks, landholders and rural and regional 
communities to mitigate negative impacts during the development of infrastructure.  
 

i) Ag Energy Taskforce: Isaac provided an update on the Taskforce next steps:  
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• A proposal to Taskforce members to consider funding for the group for a dedicated 
person to lead the work of the Taskforce.  

• Also, discussions with the Energy Charter and how Charter participants might assist with 
funding; early days but hoping for a positive response including how consultations might 
be streamlined when stakeholders are asked to participate in so many consultations.   

  
j) Perspectives on electricity prices and emerging issues and concerns: state reports  

Queensland: Michael advised on the new range of tariffs introduced in Queensland which 
commenced on 1 July 2021; small customers in Qld are using less than 1 megawatt per year - 
$22,000 - $25,000. A low threshhold, but approaching the 8 cents and 8 cents 

• Tariff 34 and 33 are around 17 cents. For the cotton industry, the large tariff equivalent in 
Qld is available across most areas where irrigators operate, but not St George 

• Major issues continue with cotton ginning.  
• On 1 July the Qld Government announced the electricity tariff adjustment scheme (ETAS) 

to minimise the impact but the scheme will decrease over a nine year period.  
 
Steven noted that the ETAS was introduced to cap the cost per k/w but it doesn’t take into account 
the demand charges that come with that; ETAS is a good initiative but irrigators are finding that 
care needs to be taken with the scheme.  
 
New South Wales: Michael noted that Cotton Australia input into Essential Energy’s reset process.   
 
Victoria: Mike advised Kilter Rural still establishing a network to report on what is occurring in Vic.    
 
South Australia: Greg advised that for businesses like CIT as an IIO and a large user, the retail 
component is more manageable:  

• The biggest issue is gold plating of networks and cost shifting particularly relating to 
interconnectors into NSW where concern remains about the end user paying.  

• Significant use of solar PV in SA is impacting reliability and at times is the dominating 
supply. The state is asking grid operators to turn off solar PVs and there are costs 
associated with that, with those costs go back to users.   

• CIT is dealing with Government led support schemes for energy efficiency type projects 
aimed at the domestic sector; in recent months the Government has decided to bring 
commercial and industrial users into that so CIT will be able to participate in energy 
efficient schemes. CIT is pushing back hard on that and saying we don’t have the 
capacity to participate in those schemes. CIT is working with other businesses in SA – 
and aware of other schemes in states and particularly trade exposed.  

 
At 3pm: Guest speaker: Lynne Gallagher, CEO, Energy Consumers Australia (ECA). Briefing on 
ECA refreshed Strategic Plan and opportunities for consumers: 

• The ECA Reference C’tee appointments are going up the next day; hoping someone with 
an agricultural/regional background to be included.  

• Reference C’tee a valuable source of information to ECA Board on lived experience. 
• Dale (Holliss) has been valuable on the C’tee and that won’t be lost; don’t think that 

because irrigation is a specific sector, that ag issues are not part of ECA thinking.  
 
ECA Strategic Plan: ECA is working to ensure small business is engaged in general and how that 
is reflected in ECA Strategic Plan – in a number of ways:  

• Continuing the focus on the least cost-efficient networks, because things get loaded into 
electricity bills and the costs will take care of themselves.  

• Costs are threatening competitiveness, profitability and jobs. No less focus on that.  
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• Partly the work done through the Bundaberg Regional Irrigators Group – looking at the 
opportunity for solar and local storage; and in an affordable way, be part of helping 
manage costs for rural businesses.  

• ECA thinking about better way to achieve affordability and costs. Dale’s advocacy on 16 
cents, while a frustration to Dale that ECA wouldn’t say 16 cents, the principle remains 
that energy costs should come down.  

• Part of the reason ECA not communicating around the 16 cents, but ECA is national.  
• ESB project on how to get from fossil fuel generation to renewable generation - has 

consumed a lot of ECA focus.  
• ECA thinking about household solar and not business solar and better supply models, 

having transmission that is expensive – people’s needs and regional jobs.  
• The Strategic Plan now finished, keen to understand NIC’s top issues 

 
Discussion on how ECA can assist: Dale noted the issues still on NIC (and Ag Energy Taskforce) 
agenda like devaluing the RAB; NIC wide representation across the NEM; with new Strategic 
Plan, how can ECA assist with resources to leverage that?  Members of this committee are 
volunteers and all running own businesses; Ag Energy Taskforce continues to advocate as a 
group, and in the past have sought ECA assistance to appoint an Agriculture Officer. Diesel still 
remains an option. Most of ERGON is less than 8 cents.  
  
Matt noted cost issues regarding transition, and solar power seeking to feed into the network. 
Three local examples (Murrumbidgee Groundwater) where people converting to diesel. A flour mill 
that is running a diesel generator. People are being forced off the grid.  
Lynne noted the issues arising when people move off the grid, those left on will have to pay.   
 
Lynne suggested a stocktake of issues which then becomes a public document; when 
engagement occurs, ECA can bring this to the table and highlight issues impacting agriculture.   
Dale noted a potential application to ECA with a stocktake on these issues Brian (ECA) advised 
he was happy to work with NIC on this.   
 
Lynne advised that she is extremely concerned about the future direction on prices.  

Item 4  Other issues  
No other issues were raised.  

Item 5 Meeting close  
 
 


