
 

Level 1, Unit 8, 16 National Circuit, Barton ACT 2600 | 02 6273 3637| ABN: 92 133 308 326 
E: ceo@irrigators.org.au | W: www.irrigators.org.au | T: @Nat_Irrigators | F: @IrrigatorsCouncil  

     
 

AGENDA 
 

Energy Sub-Committee  
1:00pm – 2:00pm Wednesday 19 October 2022  

Chair: Steven Ford   
 

ITEM DETAILS 

Item 1 

Present: Steven Ford (PVW), Greg Hosking (NIC), Michael Murray (CA), Isaac Jeffrey 
(NIC), Rebecca Turpie (NIC), Matt Toscan (MG), Jeff King (MPI), James John (RIT), 
Simon Schutz (BI), Greg McCarron (CI), Iva Quarisa 
Apologies: Glenn Lock, Wayne Andreatta 

Item 2 

Minutes of meeting held 20 July 2022  
a) Business arising 
b) Actions 

Action 1: COMPLETED  
Schedule taskforce meeting for end of August 2022 

RESO 1 

Michael Murray moved:  
That the Minutes of the Energy meeting held on 20 July 2022 be accepted as a true 
and accurate record of the meeting. 
Seconded by Steven Ford                                                                     CARRIED 

Item 3 

Energy Project Spotlight: Pioneer Burdekin Pumped Hydro Project (QLD G’vt) 
(See slides) 
Very little consultation has gone into the project. There is an expectation it will 
receive private investment but at this stage it’s a $62B state-wide Government 
project. It is purely for power in a closed loop system with no excess water 
produced. Steven is not convinced it will go ahead to the predicted timeframes. 
Discussions around the viability of the project with concerns expressed on the 
subjects of cost and timeframes.  

Item 4 

Ag Energy Roundtable update 

 Joy Thomas and Sabiene Heindl 

Issues that come out of the taskforce are taken to the roundtables. The Roundtables 
unpack different state legislation and provides an opportunity for harmonised 
lobbying across the states. The roundtables facilitate engagement between the 
sectors with a focus on landholder issues, transmission, affordability, innovation, and 
how the energy sector can support the ag sector with a focus on outcomes: What 
did we do, how have energy businesses changed what they’re doing?  

Insights work from KPMG around landholder access. The impact of electricity 
infrastructure is diverse and most has an impact that is not positive. The landholders 
say there are no benefits.  

Michael Murray: do transmission lines have right of way? Do they do compulsory 
acquisition? 

Sabiene: they don’t like to do CA. They want to work with the landholders to find 
how to make the infrastructure work for them. And there is financial compensation 



 

 

 
 

and the format of this varies state to state. The old compensation models don’t 
work. There are new models for wind and solar. 

Item 5 

State by state:  
Michael Murray: During the energy shortage in June/July 2022 there were some 
electricity generators/providers that participated in voluntary non-operation for 
exorbitant payments of around $13k/hour. 
Greg McCarron: trying to get a connection in with Government. Concerned about 
the hazard impact of how the transmission plan is going to roll out. Contracts 
coming up for renewal – bad timing. Could have been at a better time of year and 
not waiting for the contracts to expire. 

Item 6 
Other issues  
Jeff King: tariffs are 20 years old.  
Michael Murray: tariffs need to be pulled apart and re-done. 

Item 7 Meeting close 2:07pm 
 

 


